
French Language 
and Culture



Basics



French  101 Pronunciations

● French does not produces various sounds while 
stressing others

● Many people will often say “Bon Jour” as a 
informal hello

● Like spanish, french has the “Second person 
plural”, used as a formal you

● TIP: CAREFUL= said
● Many times, words will be combined







French names and introduction

● You use bonjour, literally good day, to say hello the first 
time you see someone during the day. After 5 P.M., you 
use bonsoir, literally good evening.

Bonjour, Monsieur/Madame/Mademoiselle
Hello Sir Mr/Mrs/Ms

Salut, Paul!/Bonjour!= informal

Je M'appelle….
My name is...



Days of week/ month





Calender stuff
● Quelle est la date 

d’aujourd’hui?....
What is today’s date?

● C’est le trente et un (31) janvier/ 
Aujourd'hui est….

It’s January 31st.
● Quel jour sommes-nous aujourd’hui?

What day of the week is it
Nous sommes mercredi/On est mercredi. / C’est 
mercredi.  (It’s Wednesday.



Numbers 1-20





Numbers 20-30





Pronouns



Break down of Pronouns

● The French like the English, have many pronouns that they use 
often times in place of names

● Vous is used as a “you pluriel” but also as a formal you
○ Think: people you don’t know well
○ Elders.

● On is a “WE” but it not used often in elementary french
● “ELLE” is femin, it is pronounced long a longer “il”

○ TIP: Pronounce elle like “El” from Spanish (masc pronoun)



QUESTIONS?



French Jobs



ETRE , AVOIR



Useful Verbs

● Avoir and Etre are the most common french 
verbs

● Used to say age,: J’ai 18 ans
● Used to say profession, where you are from, etc.. 

“Je suis étudiant et je suis de Chicago



Putting it Together



Saying name + profession

Je m'appelle ___
My name is…

Je suis _____

I am _____

Je m’appelle Daniel. Je suis a étudiant de français et social 
policy dans  la frac Northwestern.



Saying your age + hometown

Quelle est ta/votre nationalité? What is your nationality?

Je suis de nationalité (canadienne). I am (Canadian).

Je suis d’origine (canadienne).

Tu as quel âge? / Quel âge avez-vous?    

Tu es d’où?/ D‘où êtes-vous?          

I am of (Canadian) descent.

What age are you

Where are you from?

● J’ai a..
I am (age)

● Je suis de….
I am from...



Saying your birthday

Mon anniversaire est = my birthday is…

Mon anniversaire est le vingt-et-un de Julliet

My birthday is the 21 of July

FORMULA: Mon anniversaire est le + (FRENCH DATE)



Introductions



Fun final facts
● French is the official language of many countries including: 

Switzerland, Canada, Ivory Coast, Luxembourg, Monaco, 
Congo and Niger.

● The word “salut” means both “hello” and “goodbye”
● The French can be very judge and racist, far from normal 

peaceful idea
● It’s the second most commonly taught foreign language, after 

English.
● It’s the official language of the United Nations.
● French value appearance A LOT
● Quebec speaks a dialect of french, not actual france french
● ALWAYS ALWAYS GREET THE FRENCH FIRST



Questions


